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3. 
With the Protestant Reformers the thought of a kingdom 
had very little place. Little mention was made of the relation 
of believers to each other; the important thing was the relatio 
of each believer to his God. The institution founded by be-
lievers was calle¢1 the 11visible" church, while those whose re-
lationship with God was genuinely spiritual belonged to the 
"invisible" church.s 
In more recent times the idea of the kingdom bas been 
revived with greater emphasis on the social and ethical con-
cepts. The church exists as a company of' those who wish to 
bring in the kingdom.6 
There have been four main conceptions of the church. 
1 
Three of these conceptions, 1) Roman, 2) Greek, and 3) Angli-
can, include the idea of a divine grace transmitted from the 
apostles through the clergy down to the present which gives 
the clergy a specific divine role in administering the sacra-
ments and ministering to the people. The Greek and Roman 
j Churches add to this that the whole hierarchy is a definite 
part of' the nature of the church and through it is the only 
means of' salvation. The Roman Church lays more emphasis upon 
the supreme divine authority of the church and of' the Pope as 
the divinely appointed head of the church.7 The the 
s. Knudson,. DR, . 440-441 
6. Ibid., 441-442 
7. Ibid.' 445-447. 


6. 
CHAPTER II 
THE WRITINGS ON THE CHURCH 
In order that the thought of each writer may be grasped as 
a whole, this chapter deals with each work separately though 
briefly. This may obviate the possibility of not seeing the 
wood for the trees. There seems to be no reason for any special 
arrangement of the vvritings· so the order of discussion has no 
purposeful significance. 
1 . Drake 
Durant Drake was born in Hartford, Conneticut, December 
18, 1878. Studying at Harvard in 1900 he received the A.B. 
degree and in 1904 the A.M. degree . He studied for the doc-
torate at Columbia and in 1911 was granted the Ph.D. degree. 
After teaching in smaller colleges he was appointed as pro-
fessor of philosophy and education at Vassar in 1915. Among 
a number of works he wrote the Problem of Conduct and Religion, 
Critical Realism, and Mind in Nature. He died in 1933 
This writer has three works, one book and two articles, 
which deal directly with the church. Thus his thought is fruit-
ful for our study. 
i. Shall We Stand By the Church? In introducing his sub-
ject the Vli'I'iter takes account of the serious criticisms of the 
7. 
church. As a philosopher it is his intention to deal with the 
whole subject impartially. He finds the primary purpose of the 
church is to teach men how to live. Instead of tr~ining the 
conscience, enlightening the mind on the fundamental problems 
of life, and serving humanity; the church has often been pre-
occupied with selfish individual salvation using unbecoming 
means for that end. He compares the early church of intimate 
brotherhood and service with the interest in form and furnish-
ings which the later church has had. The church of today is 
beginning to awake to the task of solving human problems. 
Admission to membership should not be by subscribing to creeds. 
Let each person formulate his own creed at the risk of error, 
for it will be more personal and real. By covenant men should 
be received into fellowship; by a pledge to be Christian in 
life. Rivalry of the divisions of the church has been of some 
benefit in the past, but now there is needless multiplication. 
There is need of union based on experience. In the outreach of 
the church the spiritual kinship of all People should be real-
ized. Missions can only be justified by its fruits. h~y 
Liberals refuse to lend their support to the church because of 
its superstition and ignorance. It depends on the church 
whether in the future it is to be reactionary or progressive. 
No organization could do what the church has in its power with 
its splendid history, its prestige, the affection of the people, 
its attachment to the superior Christ, and the momentum behind 
it. 
• 
ii. "Widening the Church's Invitation." There should be 
an end of' divisions around creeds. Many who are Christian in 
spirit and hate evil are repelled from the church by dogmatism. 
If' members were received on conduct instead of belief, in the 
atmosphere of the church they might develop the deeper relig-
ious experience. A creed represents another's experience and 
usually is second hand to those who receive it • Individual 
expression and formulation would make for a growing experience. 
Advantages of' conduct, intellect, inclusiveness, and strength 
rould follow abolition of' creeds. 
iii. 11 The Church's Job." The church should save men --
not by being believed, but by making them Christians in conduct. 
The church needs to take a lesson in character-building from 
the Boy and Girl Scouts and Camp Fire Girls. There is a need 
to draw nearer to actual life away from the Bible, to take more 
ll interest in the young, to teach by pr8cticing. Church member-
ship should not be a passive acceptance, but an active personal 
enlistment to ideal conduct and service. The ideals of the 
j new youth movements really belong to the church. The challenge 
I to the church is to practice these ideals. 
II It will be readily noted that Drake's book incorporated 
considerable of the material of his articles into its thought. 
2. Bowne 
Borden Parker Bowne was born January 14, 1847 at Leonard-
9. 
ville, e'' Jersey. He studied a.t Pennington Seminary, and 
ew York University. Follo~ing this he vent abroad and studie 
in Paris, Halle, and GOttinge~. After returning to America in 
1875 he became assistant professor of modern languages at the 
University of the City of New York. In 1876 he became head of 
the philosophy department at Boston University. Often invited 
to join other faculties he always refused. His rorks include 
ptudie_s in Theism, The Theory of Thought and Knowledge, and 
Principles of Ethics . He died in 1910. 
This ,,vri ter has tvro books in which there is material deal 
ing more or less directly with the church. The rest of the 
thought vdll not be discussed as it is away from the center of 
our theme. 
i. The Essence of Religion. In this work there is one 
chapter which is of particular interest to this presentFltion, 
"The Church and the Kingdom . " The terms kingdom and church 
are often used interchangeably , and me~n doing the will of 
God. This purpose is governed by love and right reason. The 
idea of the kingdom is taking precedence over that of the 
church. The kingdom includes the good everyv1bere: it is a 
great spiritual society of those living in the Christ spirit. 
The church is an instrument for the kingdom. The church as 
organized religion is needed for fellowship, effectiveness, 
and permanence. The ideal church or the kingdom does not 
exist. A church is Christian not because of some special 
• 
appointment or f'ixed revelation, but when it is united in spirit 
by loyalty to Christ. Ecclesiastical forms are a matter of' cir-
cumst~nce. Unity of organization is not the essential and per-
haps not the desirable thing, but unity of' spirit. The sects 
and rivalries will gradually disappear. 
ii. Studies in Christianity. The Christian revelation is 
essentially one of' God, as the church has repeated in its pro-
1l f'ession o£ faith, and not the Bible. The scriptures are inspir-
ed but not infallible. The church was Christian before it bad 
the Bible. The church is not a final authority f'or it needs the 
guidance of' the scriptures. Reason and conscience are not final 
All are needed together f'or the truth. God is immanent in the 
revealing movement. The second chapter on "Incarnation and 
Atonement" does not directly concern this study. The third 
chapter on "The Christian Lif'e" speaks of the church's diver-
gence f'rom the centrAl f'eature of' Christianity, righteousness 
l and obedience. The church needs to promote personal values as 
ll well as associational values in its services. The next chapter 
on the kingdom is more directly connected ith the church. The 
church is slovrly becoming Christian, and the kingdom gradually 
growing. It is -v i thin the individual, a mode of' living and 
I thinking in allegiance to the will of' God. It involves the 
I development of all the po~ers of' the individual, and the per-
Il f'ection of' the social order to allo ~ f'or men's progress. Other 
institutions re working to~ard t is e d. The world is not 
11. 
doomed: God is immanent, and it can be saved. The next chapter 
deals with the fAilure of the church to lead in the things of 
moral progress and the blunders of asceticism. The church needs 
to be on the side of liberty, and to covet the best things for 
men. The last section deals •ith the relation of the church 
to truth. History reveals the church often in opposition to 
truth and usuPlly lagging behind. No other theology or program 
is needed for the church than, "thy will be done" and 11 thy 
kingdom come." Scholars should be left with the intellectual 
work. History has proved orthodoxy to be changeable. The 
church ought to provide for the entrance of ne truth. 
3. Hocking 
William Ernest Hocking was born August 10, 1873 in Cleve-
land, Ohio. He received the A •• , the A •• , and the Ph.D. de-
grees all from Harvard in 1901, 1902, and 1904 respectively. 
jHe had three ye~rs of teaching before he was c~lled to the 
University of California as the Assistant Professor of Phil-
osophy. In 1908, the next year, Yale offered him the same 
ll position on her faculty, and in 1913 made him full professor . 
In 1914 be Hent to Harvard as Professor of Philosophy t11ere. 
One of his greatest works is The Meaning of God in Human Ex-
perience. umerous other volumes and articles have come from 
his pen. 
In t e work of this philosopher, Re-Thinking l·'8.ssions, 
12. 
there is to be foun consi . r~ le material which is directly 
relAted to the subject of the church. A synopsis of such 
material alone is iven here. The motive of miRsions has been, 
the concern for individuals and a vision of a w·orld-1. ide church 
I The mission work of the cht~ch in beneficence and character-
! 
'I forming has been prl'liseworthy. The primary duty of the church 
I 1 is not church planting or att3cking old systems but the positiv 
I 
1 presentation of the true ay of life. There is need to over-
come the disunity of the church, and to bring in some form of 
complete Christian cooperation. Some progress has been made 
tovard rmion, but the specific inst~nces although an advance 
are not completely satisf~ctory. In union doctrinal phases 
should be less import;::mt; modes of baptism, and forms of orgc:>...n-
iz~tion do not matter; furthering the true ends of life is the 
primary concern. ·lissionary work now should t~ke on the form 
of ambassadorship. Some dr stic form of cooper?tion which 
II will eliminate denominationalism is essential. A suggested 
form to be used for this end is given and will be discussed 
later in this paper. 
4. Ames 
Edward Scribner Ames was born in Wisconsin in April, 1870. 
He studied at Duke University, Yale Divinity School, and 
Chicago University, receiving the A.B., A.M. , B.D., and Ph.D. 
degrees. He t~ught in a number of colleges until he was cBlled 
to Chicago University in 1901 to te8ch philosophy, and in 1931 
13. 
was made chairman of the department . Among other works he 
wrote Psychology of Religious Experience , and American Philoso-
Rhies of Religion. For many years he was pastor in the Univer-
sity Church of the Disciples of Christ. 
This writer deals with the church in sections of one book 
and one article . 
i. Religion. ~1urches have not adapted themselves to 
changes in conditions, customs, and charPcter. To become more 
flexible and serviceable they need to recognize that their au-
thority is not in the past, but in the needs and aspirations 
of people . An infallible st?ndard of faith and conduct is in-
tolerant of criticism, experiment, and therefore progress. 
After all, the c urch and the scriptures and traditions were 
the outcome of empirical experience • . The standards of truth 
and value should be rithin experience. There are many ten-
dencies toward union; there is a move myay from doctrine and 
creed and tov;ard the practical spirit of Jesus. Uni:formi ty 
is not to be expected in the churches; there 11rill al1 ays be a 
need for many types to suit the variety of peoples, occupa-
tions, culture, etc •• UnderstAnding will bring cooperation in 
pr"'ctic:=>l V'f?YS for the co Mon good . 
ii. "Religion and MorPlity~" Churches are voluntary 
associations of persons who are seeking to vrork out and enjoy 
the best life possible. In working toward the highest ideals 
the church reminds, info!'!Tls, encourr~ es by intimate f'ello·w-
ship, and inspires by the dramatic pov.rer of worship. 
s. Flewelling 
Ralph Tyler ,..,leuelling was born in De li tt, ~ichigrm in 
ovember of 1871. He received his first degree from Alma 
College in 1895. From oston University he received the 
S.T •• degree in 1902, the Ph. D. degree in 1909, and in 1931 
LL.D. was conferred on him. Afte~ some teaching eYperience 
t 1e Univer~ity of Southern California appointe him as pro-
fessor of phi osophy in 1917. e fotmde and enited ~ 
Pers onalist map:azine , and has written numerous volumes such 
as Personalism an the Problem of Philosophy. 
• 
"Can Christianity Save Itself?" is the question which this 
-
philosopher discusses in an article which includes the church. 
The c urch is doomed i~ it attempts to sacrifice t e members 
to the institution , rites, dogmas, or theologies. These 
stand in the way of real service to humanity . To be saved the 
church must apply the doctrine of the cross to·her m~ insti-
tution. Its life will depend on being reelized in the ex-
perience of' living persons . Each person must ind his ovm 
experience and interpretation. 
6 . Harkness 
Georgia Elma Harkness was born in Harkness, ew York. 
15. 
She received her first degree from Cornell in 1912. In 1920 
Boston ~niversity grAnted her the A . T~ . degree, and in 1923 the 
Ph.D. degree. From 1926 to 1937 she vTas ssoci~te professor 
of philosophy at Elmira College. Follo1•rin.g th t she became 
associl'1te professor of reli,e-ion at r~t . Holyoke College. Since 
1939 she has been a member of the faculty of Garrett Bibliaal 
Institute . Among her writings are ~ecovery of I eals and 
~~'an and i:is Ethics . 
In er article on "The ~h1rch an the Student" Dr. _ark-
ness cites ex~mples of a lively interest among students for 
religion . In the Student Christian ~ovement she finds a 
Christian force which has more social vision than the church. 
ut it has been the church which has carried the main strePlm of 
Christianity. The church nee s to give more interest to stu-
ents . There ought t o be more self-criticism and reformation 
of the church. 
7. Sellars 
Roy 1Vood Sellars was born in Egmondville, Ont~rio on 
Ju y 9, 1880 . ~Te stu ied at the Univer~i ty of 1Uchigen and 
received the Ph.D . cegree in 1908. Follo\' ing that he st died 
at artford Semin~ry and then in institutions i n France and 
Germany. From instructor of philosophy in the University of 
~ichigan he rose to become full professor in 1923. He has 
various works rhich include Evolutionary Naturalism, and Logic . 
lG. 
In ~eligion Coming of Age this vrriter points out the post-
reformation tendencies of the church toward other worldliness 
and the separation from the st8te. In the present be considers 
that there is much to be said for and against the church. On 
the ,,rbole, bov ever, the intentions have been ideal. There is 
a need to turn aw~y from the past torrard the present human 
good and social interest . There are indications in that dir-
ection alre dy in the passing of creedal requirements and the 
sensing of social responsibility. The future of t e church 
depends on its ability to fill some need . Community churches 
for the maintenance of spiritual life and the cultivation of 
culture are to be hoped for . 
8 . Alexander 
Hartley Burr Alexander was born in Lincoln, Nebraska on 
April 9 , 1873 . He studied at the University o:f ::rebraska, and 
Columbia University, receiving the Ph.D. degree in 1901. He 
was appointed professor ·of philosophy at the university of 
Nebraska in 1908. He vas assistant e itor of the New Inter-
national Encyclopedia. He died July 27 , 1939 . 
In Truth and the Faith Alexander does not discuss the 
church except to point out the two aspects of its nature as 
11 temporBl and spiritual, visible and invisible . " 
In "Apologia pro Fide 11 be gives his reason for not be-
longing to the ch reb although a Christian. Ie believes it 

the c urch. It i''O d seer, '1-lo'·rever; a fT""~ter serv·~ce to 
society to remain in the church rather t_ n to le~ve it to 
beco e outmo e • 
18. 
ii. "Philosophic8l Presuppositions and Implications of' the 
Concept of the Ch1rch.n The church has tro aspects, i eel and 
empiricel. The latter aspect consists of 8ny orp-c>'lize soci-
eties under the name Christian. The essentiel features of 
~ ese societies are: allegiance to Christ, adheres to wors ip, 
works for redemption, consists of purposeful units, partici-
pates in certain sacraments. The meaning of t e c1 reb differs 
accordi g as it is based on fixed dogma or progressive exper-
ie ce. CertPin types of phi osophy are antagonistic to the 
belief of t1e church while person~listic idealism is especiall 
favor~ le. The cause of the church rests vri th philosophical 
reason. 
iii. "The Church, The Tr th, and Society. 11 Fany rhile 
holding to Christien ideals are um··il ing to be lin <ed to t e 
church. Yet, tllere is to be foun in the church a stabilizing 
f ctor, a le::>ni to·ard reform, and a ne spirit of "world-
wideness". Parts of the church have opposed truth end dict::>t-
ed ,ri th "divine right" authority to society. In order :for a 
c.urch to be Christian it must be linked to Christ. Since 
information of ~nrist is foun in t e Bible, the Scriptures 
are necessary to the empirical church. There is tne ~deal 
church as well as empirical; the church that ought to be made 












31. 
who first love it." In order for anyone to love it or be loyal 
to it, its spirit must be one of' love. But how did such a 
community arise? It must be the ideal created by some loyal 
end magnetic person. In the case of' the Christian church it 
was Jesus. By his leadership and his example the community 
was initiated. For this reason he is known as a person and a 
spirit. Therefore, in the case of' Royce the present unifying 
factor is not loyalty to spiritual ends, but rather loyalty to 
incarnate loyalty. 
ii. unity in time. It is important that consciousness 
have the whole unified self with linkages to the past and fu-
ll ture as well as having the present unified self'. It is just 
as important that a church have memory and anticipation. RoyCe 
formulation of' this truth is more full than that of others. 
He points out that a group with "no organizations, no coherent 
unity, no history, no traditions" he.s a mind, but is not a 
community. 35 He says further, "Hope end memory constitute • 
• • 
a basis for an unquestionable consciousness of' unity ••• des-
pite the multiplicity of its members.u36 
II Greater emphasis is laid on it by Professor Brightman who 
declares it to be a. "contradiction in terms to call a church 
Christian if it did not experience some sort of historical 
consciousness." He considers that this linkage must be with 
35. Royce, PC II, 36-37. 
36. Royce, PC I, 79. 
========~========= 


34. 
it to meet its tasks. Hand in hand with its task tbe condi-
tions in which it survived played a decisive part in determin-
ing its type of .organization. For this reason the church h s 
no permanent structure. Even as there blve been many changes in 
the body of man through the ages so there have been in the or-
ganization of the church. The outward structure, then, is the 
changing medium by which the church communicates itself. The 
church might be personified as a Christian Person; with its 
conscious choice of a reasonable ideal; with its unified multi-
ple experiences of the present, past, and future; with its birt 
I in Christ; and with its physical structure for interaction with 
I the world. It naturally follows to consider its place or func-
tion within that world. 
The organization of the Roman and Greek churches is pretty 
well fixed. It is not developed to meet its tasks, although 
there was that development at first. With them as with the 
Anglicans the clergy and laity are two separate groups in the 
church. In ideal the Protestant churches do not care about 
organization, but actually the forms tend to persist even when 
outmoded. There is need of the realization of a flexible 
organization to suit the actual conditions. 
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s in the writings of the re~lective thinkers. According t 
Dr ke the church has three primary functions; the spiritual-
izing, the educ tional, and the social.5 Under these heads the 
general thought will be considered. 
1. Spiritualizing Function 
In this aspect of the church's ctivity there is the en-
deav r to bring man in touch with Deity. BoMle says that the 
"aim of religion is not only to get men to go to church and 
pray, but also to make men conscious of the divine will and 
presence in life, until the world shall become God's temple."6 
Worship and prayer are used as a means to this end.7 There are 
two results very much akin which are accomplished by this func-
tion. 
i. Evaluation of Life. According to Brightman, wor-
ship gives us the highest experience of value. This experience 
is an expression of "devotion to the supreme source of all. 
goodness, beauty, truth, and holiness," and therefore there is 
an increase of devotion to the highest ideals.8 Drake gives a 
negative expression to the thought of pointing the individual 
to ideal values.9 
5. Drake, sse, 10-14. 
6. Bowne, src, 354. 
7. Brightman, Art.(l936), 
8. Brightman1 Art.(l939), 9. Drake, sse, 8. 
Ii Ames, Art.(l928), 316. 
24. 
The prime function of any church is to serve each 
individual whom it can reach if by any means it 
can save him from the pitfalls of life, from his 
blindness and weakness, from the many dangerous 
sorts of false ideals and distorted conceptions 
of value. 
37. 
ii. Unifying of Life. One of the greatest needs of man 
always has been the need of coordination of life. Most lives 
are disorganized. It is due to this condition that the doc-
trine of conversion has arisen in the Christian religion. 
Sellars states that "it is the duty of the churches to help 
man adjust himself to life.ulO There is e. close relation be-
tween this aspect of the church's function e.nd the preceding 
one. Royce points out that beyond the evaluation of life 
there is needed the impetus to make the application which 
brings about the "unity, the wealth, and the harmony of plan 
which his sundered natural existence never supplies.nll 
In this connection it is interesting to note Royce's 
view. He considers the individual a divided self because of 
his social training and his individual self-will. Through 
the loya.lty of Jesus to the ideal conmnmity he inspired the 
loyalty of others and bound them together by loyalty in the 
Beloved Community or church. This community inspires in turn 
the loyalty of others, and this loyalty takes the place of 
the self-will which dies. The individual has been unified in 
10. Sellars, RCA, 289. 
11. Royce, PC I, 100. 
II 
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life, and thus saved by deeds of the community and not of him-
se1f.12 The chief difference of this view in comparism with 
others is that it emphasizes devotion to the one ideal of loy-
alty; whereas the others do not suggest a central ideal. 
The thought of a theologian in connection with the unify-
ing function of the church is pertinent here. Sperry says,l3 
The moral office of worship • • serves to bind 
our days each to each, to assure us constantly 
of that unity and coherence of life which in 
want of its witness we must sometimes doubt in 
theory and deny in practice. 
In this thought is seen not only present singleness of life, 
1 
but also unity of continuity. 
whole life. 
The church brings unity to the 
The chief function of the church for Catholic doctrine is 
not to unify or bring values to the individual life, but rather 
to save him in spite of these needs. This salvation is accom-
plished by transmitting to the individual a ~stical quality 
1 
through a physical means.l4 The Protestant idea has often been 
to save an individual out of the world rather than in it. For 
this reason value has not been stressed but rather adherence to 
doctrine, but it has often been the result.15 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
Royce, PC I, 157-158! 307-308. 
Sperry, Art. (1931), 93. 
Knudson, DR, 447. 
Bowne, SIC, 315-319. 
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this section, but with less significance than is intended by 
Hocking. A British philosopher brings out this thought more 
clearly when he says, "The church makes it possible for men 
of each new age to face the problems of the present enriched 
by the spiritual wisdom of the past.n20 
II In this function of the church Brightman21 emphasizes the 
need for "allegiance to the ideal of truth." Within this spher 
the church is an "interpreter of God to the world." It must 
also be "committed to the task of preserving and reinterpreting 
the lessons of the Christian Scriptures and of Christian bis-
tory.u In reasoning out this task he says, 
If the principles of Christ have been tested and 
confirmed through the ages, the church owes to 
society the spread of this knowledge. If the church 
has failed in its loyalty or, on the other hand, 
has learned new truths, it is obligated here, too, 
to share its experiences. The alternative to this 
historical task is to forget history and to begin 
in each generation with barbarism. 
Drake concurs with Brightman in this task of the church. 22 
Traditional views of God, of Christ, of the Bible -
all should be studied by the present generation, 
with reverence but without awe, or any sense of 
loyalty except such as their apparent reasonableness 
or consonance with our experience commands. 
Royce has his view of this function to accord with his own 
20. Galloway, POR, 176. 
21. Brightmant Art.(l939), 21-22. 
22. Drake, sse, 62. 
pArticulAr philosophy. 28 
In the pasti the teaching o~ the ChristiAn doctrine 
has general y depended upon some ~orm of Christology. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
The Christology of the future cannot • • • retain the 
traditional forms. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Those who have ••• believed in the being vmom they 
called Christ, were united in a counnunity of the 
faithful, were in love with thAt connnunity, v-ere hope-
ful and practically devoted to the cause of the still 
invisible, but perfectly real and divine universal 
Community. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
The name of Christ bas Alwavs been ~or the Christian 
believers, the symbol for the Spirlt in whom the ~aith­
ful - that is to say the loyal - alv1rays are and have 
been one. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Let your Christology be the practical ackno ledgment 
o~ the Spirit of the Universal and Beloved Community. 
~ . 
In these excerpts can be followed the logic which ~oyce uses to 
arrive at the conclusion that the teaching of the church today 
should be bas~d on the truths about the beloved community. It 
is his belief that the 11doctrine o~ the community will prove to 
be a doctrine about the being and nature and manifestation o~ 
God. 1124 
Bowne considers the doctrine of the church should be 
founded on this statement,25 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, and Jesus Christ 
his Son our Lord. I believe in the Holy Spirit, in the 
forgiveness of sins, in the Kingdom of God on earth, 
and in the life everlasting. 
23. Royce, PC II, 423-428. 
24. Ibid.' 11. 
25. Bowne, SIC, 372-373. 
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church. He believes the purpose of the church is "to cooper te 
with God in the salvation of society. Its task is to make the 
ideal real in the actual experience of humanity.u61 Thus for 
these writers the social achievement is the supreme end. 
These writers realize, ho~ever, that the ideal purpose of 
the church has not always been the actual purpose. Bowne 
points out that "the ideal church ••• does not exist. Only 
particular churches exist."62 Brightman concurs in e. more 
• 4:0. i 63 speC1L1C express on, 
Empirical social functions of the church ••• have been 
mixed. They have combined tolerance, conflict with 
science and philosophy, hatred, persecutions and 
wars with love of God and humanity, improvement 
in the status of woman, support of education, art, 
and hospitals, and countless social reforms. At al-
most any st8ge of history in almost any church, the 
wbe t and the tares will be found growing together 
and evidence for both could be piled up indefinitely. 
Drake reveals that 11discussions of oDthodox belief" were con-
sidered essential for a time, but that there is a turning aw y 
to the more practical social interests.64 There was a period 
when the church was considered an ark of safety rather than an 
active social force in the ork. It was the outgro .rth of an 
individualistic conception of salvation, and led to asceticism 
and monasticism. Forgiveness of sins and the will of God in 
the moral life was to that period the essential feature of 
61. Brightman, Art.(l939), 25. 
62. Bowne, EOR, 120. 
63. Brightman, Art.(l939), 20. 
64. Drake, sse, 117. 
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to be made clear that the philosophical writers consider that 
the church has a. :function in the individual life as well as in 
the social life. In the previous paragraph a quotation was 
given which referred to the forgiveness of sins for the indi-
li vidual as essential in the function of the church. Bowne says 
further that the "development of' the individual in all his 
powers" has a place.u67 Royce views the ultimate goal of the 
church as bringing salvation to the individual man as well as 
changing the social order.68 Because society is a composite of 
individuals, it is to be expected that the individual must be 
acted on to affect society. 
Now let us discuss the change which is to be effected in 
society. For Bovme that change is the bringing in of the "king-
dom." It needs to be based on theism or the conception of the 
immanence of' God which gives us the hope and the willingness to 
work for the kingdom. Deism or the view of' an absentee God 
~akes for withdra el from the world, and a belief' in personal 
salvation alone.69 Based on theism two things are necessary for 
the coming of the kingdom and the development of social life 
into "its highest and noblest form." 70 There must be a love, 
toward God with all the individual's heart and toward neighbors 
as himself; and a knowledge of the will of' God. With the f'ormer 
67. Bowne, SIC1 311. 68. Royce, PC I, 49. 
69. Bowne, SIC, 324. 
70. Bowne, SIC, 310. 
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prerequisite for the kingdom in its outward form, the will of 
God. In fact Royce himself uses the same terminology in a pass-
ing reference. "When the end of the Kingdom shall come," he 
says, "the will of God ••• is to be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.n82 This ~ill of God for society is to be clarified by 
the future in the Sermon on the ount and in the par bles, he 
suggests in the same reference. However, there is "no definite 
program for social reform;" nor does the golden rule "tell us 
II in detail what to do. 1183 Therefore, the church must be "novel 
in its inventions of new arts of common living."84 In every-
thing there will be a definite working together f'or the good of' 
I all, for "by reason of the social lif'e of' the whole, the physi-
cal needs, the perils, the work, the prosperity of' the indivi-
dual all are ••• definitely related to the health of the whole 
b d u85 o Y• The test of' the true church and thus of any member 
will be tmifying mankind and making them "one in the divine 
spl.rit.n86 There is to be "the consummation of all things," the 
union "in a heavenly community those who are saved. But the 
organization, the administr tion, the ranks and dignities ••• 
the Master does not describe." It will mean, however, that 
"the social order as it now is and as it natur lly is -- will 
pass away. n87 
82. "qoyce, PC I, 49. 
83. Royce, PC I, 86-87. 
84. 'Royce, PC I, 346. 
85. Royce, PC I, 102-103. 
86. Royce, PC II, 367. 
87. Royce, PC I, 49-50. 
Again in Drak , we :find the idea of the kingdom as the 
ultimate goal of the church.88 Behind this purpose there is 
needed the spirit of "self'-forgetting love and service. n89 
ss. 
This in slightly different terms is the thought of Bo\v.ne 
with the exception that Bowne lays stress on love towards God 
II and working with him in the building of the kingdom as has al-
re dy been pointed out. Royce's thought of the change coming to 
~ 
the individual in the dying of the self-willed nature and the 
initiation of a new nature of loyalty is summed up in the phrase 
I "self-forgetting love" used by Drake. But Royce goes beyond 
Drake in the essential place he gives to the relation of the in-
dividual with the community. The thought of "serviceu in Drake 
is comparable in Bowne to the knowledge of the will of God ex-
pressed in human life, and in Royce to the creative philanthro-
pic acts, as these have been discussed in previous paragraphs. 
1
1 
In practical terms Drake gives to us a picture of some of' 
the results which the church should seek to accomplish. He 
1 speaks of "bringing in the age of Social Justice," working for 
"a juster distribution of' wealth," "alleviating the suffering 
I in the world," being a "reconciler of classes • • • a reconciler 
of n ti ons," helping "people to solve daily problems," promoting 
"altruism and morality," "character building.u90 These things 
88. Drake, sse, 42. 
89. Drake, sse, 105. 
90. Drake, sse, 48, 54, ss, 176; Art.(l919), 314. 
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he ~oes not believe c n be accomplished by "mere preach1.ng and 
persuasion. 11 Active social service vrorK: is needed, and he gives 
I as a rign~ move in ~nat direction a comoission which the Federal 
Council of Churches has formed.91 
Hocking uses the term the "Kingdom of God" as the goal of 
the church.92 In the building of this kingdom the church is 
used as an org:=1nization through which "the ideals end the spiri 
of Christ can be transmitted and his principles of life promot-
ed.n93 The ideal of the church should be universal, and it 
should work for the promotion "of' world unity through a spread 
of the tmderst?nding of the vital elements of religion.n94 The 
men and women of the church have need of a "vision of intern -
tional fellowship and cooperation, ••• kindled with love and 
admiration for Christ, and ••• eager to make their lives count 
for world-wide pe ce and brotherhood.n95 In order to bring 
about this goal of the kingdom Hocking recommends that the 
church think and experiment so that a religious outlook might 
be broug'ht to bear "on the problems of' social life. 1196 What 
the practical results vhich the church should seek to accomplis 
are, this writer does no state. He believes, however, that 
worship bas always been associated with the giving of' aLms, 
91. Drake, sse 51-52. 
92. Hocking, RTM, 107. 
93. Hocking1 RTM, 109. 94. Ibid.' 27. 
95. Ibid.' 114. 
96. Ibid.' 26. 
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preaching and prayer with the spirit of doing good, the proclaim 
ing of a message with education. He stresses that the new 
social order should not be attempted through philanthropy alone 
for that would miss the point, but there must be created "first 
of all a new kind of person as the unity of society."97 It is 
not the formulating of new social programs which is the chief 
contribution of the church, but in the creating of men who do 
the formulating. 98 Yet, those who do social service are per-
99 fonning "an act of union with God's vlill. This thought is 
held in common with Bowne and Royce. 
Brightman conceives that the function of the church is "to 
contribute to the redemption of the social order" as well as to 
11 save individual sinners.nl60 This it does by acting 8.S "the 
conscience of society,ulOl and holding up the ideal of the 
will of God."102 Often it fails in this task due to the support 
8-nd influence of the wealthy,103 but this is the ide 1. How is 
the church to lmow what is the will of God? It is "itmnS.nent in 
the best insight of the present. 11104 This is synonymous With 
"right reasonu in Bo me which has already been referred to. Ye 1 
Brightman ans ere a further question which Bowne seems to have 
97. Hocking, RTM,, 63. 
98. Ibid.' 64. 
99. Ibid., 69. 
100. Brightman, Art. (1936)' 2. 
101. Brightmm1, Art.(1939)' 3. 
102. Ibid.' 23. 
103. Brightman, IGP, 48. 
104. Brightman, Art. ( 1939)' 23. 
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overlooked when the former says that the will of God "is trans-
cendent in leading beyond" the best insight of the present. An 
yet, perhaps Bowne would answer by saying the right reason al-
ways leads beyond the present insight. Brightman's statement 
that the "cause of the church st~nds or falls with the cause 
of reason"l05 would bring the two very close together on this 
point. 
Brightman, also, considers love essential in the. ideal of 
the church. orship and reverence for the "source of all val-
1
: ues" leads to an "increase devotion to the highest values.ul06 
This, be considers, gives "society what it needs most.nl06 
II When it comes to love of man "Christians of all churches 
are agreed. "The law of love in the Golden Rule and the thir-
teenth chapter of First Corinthians is universal~ acknowledg-
ed.nl07 He states some of the specific aims of this spirit; 
"work for the rights of every oppressed group and individual, 
for a just and free soci 1 order, for economic and internation-
al relations,' "for friendly cooperation among nations," and 
t king the responsibility of pointing out evils in the state. 
In general it is suggested that every available means should be 
used to bring about conditions which will make possible the 
attainment of spiritu 1 values. The "task" is to make "the 
105. Brightman, Art. (1936), 2. 
106. Brightman, Art.(l939), 24. 
107. Brightman, Art. (1939J, 13. 
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minence ln the doctrine of the church. But as we have seen it 
has meant different things. To the Romans it has meant forming 
a select society within the social world. Often that select soc 
/ iety had very unsociable elements as in monasticism. To the Pro 
testants the kingdom bas meant chiefly the multitude of separate 
individuals who have had e certain relation with God. 111 Seldom 
bas it been the establishing by the church of a kind of a social 
I order where GOd's will would be carried out. 
I 
1 Now the next question that arises is, for the establishment 
I of the ideal social order is the church the only means, and is 
I it the end? 
For the writers who deal with the subject the church is 
only one means to the end. Bowne speaks of other instruments in 
I "the family, the st te, the school, the great ordinance of 
labor ••• And in comparism with any of these the Church, as the 
organization which concerns itself with religious worship, rites 
and ordinances, is relatively insignificant.nll2 Hocking speaks 
113 
of cooperation with non-Christian agencies to reach the goal. 
Brightman considers that "many of the 'saved' are outside the 
church11 which would suggest that these were working apart :from 
114 
the church for the same end. Drake believes that the "best 
results in character-building ••• are being attained by the or-
111. 
112. 
~13. 
114. 
Knudson1 DR, 440. Bowne, SIC, 323. . 
Hocking, RTM, 70 
Brightman, Art.(l936), 2. 
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CHAPTER V 
THE EVALUATION OF THE CHURCH 
II Full accord has been shown in the high value of the goal 
I and the purpose of the church. Now the discussion extends to 
I 
I 
_j 
the consideration of what the church is doing to achieve its 
end, how far it has been accomplished, and what the possibili-
ties are. The first scrutiny is that of the church as it is. 
1. Empirical Condition 
"The true Church ••• is still a sort of ideal challenge 
to the faithful, rather than an already finished institution,-
a call upon men for a heavenly quest, rather than a present 
possession."1 For this reason it is not expected that the 
actual state of the church will be on the same level with a 
perfect state. In a critical appraisal the real condition of 
the church is revealed. 
i. The Limitations. There are some very severe criti-
cisms of the ebur~ Brightman says that many consider the 
church as untrue to the spirit of Christianity and they, there-
fore, 11from a sincere loyalty to Christian ideals maintain 
their Christian life out of all relation to the Christian 
church. 112 Alexander explains that he believes himself to be a 
1. Royce, PC I, 54. 
2. Brightman, Art.(l939),1. 
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"lagged behind the intellect of the time" and of'ten opposed the 
I truth;13 of'ten "the letter bas hidden the spirit; 1114tbe churches 
have been handicapped in dealing with their problems and social 
II agencies have t ken over. 15 Thus, many ill-ef'f'ects are pointed 
out which re caused by the churches adherence to dogmatism. 
Another divisive force in the church is called sectarian-
ism. Of'ten, "the church is experienced in terms of' the welfare 
of' a local group ithout much re~rd to wider interests.ul6 This 
excessive individualism "mars the working povrer of' a cburch,"l7 
II makes f'or intoler~nce, 18 loses the true spirit of' Christianity,1 
causes petty quibbles and rivalry,20 sends missionaries out to 
l conf'ine their efforts to the founding of denominational church-
es.21 Along with creating division in its own ranks the church 
h~s often been the originator of division in the world. Instead 
I of' empbasi_zing its om peculiarity it ought to realize "the 
spiritual kinship of' all peoples, and seek to unite them rather 
than accentuate divisions. " Therefore, it should be willing to 
!"fraternize gladly with whatever other bodies of' men w'bo are 
also seeking to make life better and nobler."22 
13. Drake sse, 359~ 357; Brign~mani Art.(l939), 3; 
Hocking, RTM, 11 • 
14. Royce, PC I 7 106. 15. Sellars, RCA, 287. 
16. Brign~man, Art.(l939), 8-9. 
17. Galloway, POR1 172. 18. Burns, Art.(l939), 257. 
19. Hocking, R 1 82. 20. Bowne, EOR.!... l22. 
21. Hocking1 RTI~! 92. 22. Drake, sse, 66. 
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Some of the influences brought to bear on the church have 
caused various failures. 11 In countries where there is an estab-
~ lished church, how rarely does th~t church exhibit a Christian 
i conscience when the state does wrong. 1123 In plaqes where the · 
church has depended on the support of the wealthy, it has been 
silent in the face of industrial evils which brought profit to 
its benefactors. 23 Often the "churches take their color from 
political administration or economic classes; the result is 
evil. 1124 
Considerable support ha s been lost to the church because of 
some of the methods used. Drake speaks of "orgiastic revivalism" 
which works for an "abrupt conversion accompanied by an intense 
emotional stress. 025 Alexander gives us his experience with this 
method. 26 He had been taught to believe in conversion as a chan 
of life, "sudden and indubit~ble, and almost convulsive." Thus, 
when he was thirteen years of age, he sought salvation in the 
conventional way calling upon God for conviction of sin. But out 
of it he received 11 no illumination, no strange and fervid inner 
I glory. 11 He then left the 11al tar of the close and crowded church 
filled with sadness and chagrin and resentful that I had been 
fooled.• From that time he has uttered no word of prayer. No 
doubt Alexander ha s been unwise in drawing a hard and fast con-
, 
elusion from one experiment, but the emphasis upon one method 
23. Brightman, IGP, 48. 
24. Burns, Art.(l919), 266-267. 
25. Drake, sse, a, 33. 
26. Alexander, Art.(l920), 113 . 
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and the excesses of that method have driven away men and women 
from the ranks of the church. Another method which Alexander 
considers he could not conform to is the requirement of many 
churches tha t its members subscribe to a creed.27 Besides this 
he says, "I cannot accept religion as unanalyzed impression, nor 
as uncriticized tradition, nor can I accomodate myself to the 
veiled lang age of parable.•28 Hocking believes that "many ••• 
would join the church without hesitation if they could be oon-
vinced t ha t the church in their community was a genuine incarna-
tion of the ideas and ideals for which Christ lived and died~29 
The church has failed considerably in corporating the principles 
and teachings of its Founder in its methods and aims. The only 
requirement for its members should be that they "love, believe 
in, and are trying to live by the Christian way of life, no mat-
ter how they describe or formula te it, or how imperfectly they 
understand it.n30 
Ames points out the rigidity of the churches in form and 
habit. 31 For that reason, he says, they are unable to adapt the 
!selves to the changing population and conditions. When a differ-
ent social class or nationality comes into a neighborhood, lit-
tle success is evidenced in reaching them. Because Christianity 
11 continues to be largely a farmers' religion, ••• there are ac-
27. Alexander, Art.(l920), 118 . 
28. Ibid., 117 . 
29. Hocking, RTM, 112. 
30. Drake, Art.(l914), 259. 
31. Ames, REL, 266-276. 
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~rd the church as in possession of' the :full or :final truth:" 
but he sees it to be "striving toward the truths about God, 
about love and justice, more effectively than any other institu-
t . 11~5 1on. o some extent Alexander disagrees with Brightman's 
opinion of' the church. e sees su:f:ficient of' value in the church 
that he considers a man within the :fold should not vant to leave 
86 
":for any light reason." · Yet, he himself' does not vant to be-
come a member because he :feels th~t it ould compromise his 
stand f'or the truth, and hurt his in:fluence vith young people 
or the~r ~rould say, •' He is a con:formist and must cover the 
truth in the interests of' his c0n:fession. 11137 It would seem that 
Alexander holds, contrary to Brightman, th~t the church has so 
little truth, ~n individual can further the interests of' the 
truth better alone than in connection vri. th the church. 
Sellars has a more favorable word f'or the churches. He sees 
that "their intentions have been high and noble in the main, 
even though the love of' power and a touch of' cruelty have at 
times disfigured their records.n38 Following this he goes on to 
give his judgment of' the churches in the present time. 39 
The churches are interesting themselves as never before 
in human ~relf'~re ~nd in social problems. They are loci 
of' discussions and of' agitation. They are sensing their 
social responsibilities. In this respect I have great 
admiration f'or the Federal Council of' Churches. 
35. Brightman, Art .(l932) , 77. 
86. Alexander, Art .(l920) , 118. 
87. Ibid.' 
88. Sell~rs , ~CA, 286 . 
39. Ibid. ' 287. 
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Throughout his article he discusses briefly tbe history of the 
church and finds considerable improvement. 
Hocking denotes the church "a spiritualizing and civilizing 
agency" in the world and one that bas "proved to be an important 
spiritual force."40 Tbe church bas "impressive evidences of real 
creative work, 11 be says, such as in the "large list of striking 
Christian personalities and leaders who have been nurtured in 
the church. 1140 Fie gives another bit o:f evidence in a quotation 
:from Gandhi, "'My :fierce hatred of child marriage I gladly say 
is due to Christian influence.' "41 Evaluating the work o:f the 
missionaries of the Protestant church he finds no evidence of 
ulterior motives; the missionaries are there in tbe"interest of 
religion and nothing else."42 uane can speak with rmstinted 
praise," he said, ot' the benificence of the church's work. 43 
Drake severely criticizes the church as has already been 
discussed, but at the same time he holds the church in high re-
gard. Adding weight to Hocking's judgment he evaluates the 
church as the "most beneficent orgcmizat.ion society has yet de-
44 
vised for the promotion of altruism and morality." In fact he 
finds that no other "widespread institution exists" to train 
men "to have a conscience and an rmselfish intent."45 Many 
40. Hocking, ~TM, 82, 81. 
41.. Ibid.' 40. 
42 • Ibid • ' 11. 
43. Ibid., 14. 
44. Drake, SSC, 176. 
45 • Ibid • ' 9 • 
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would never have thought of a higher life if the church has not 
continuously summoned them to it,46 and in solving the deeper 
problems of life millions bBve found the church their chief aid. 
47 Then, be could not speak much more highly of the church and 
its wide influence for good than when he says, "Far the larger 
part of the aspiration and u~vard pushing forces of the ~estern 
world for the last nineteen hundred years have been enrolled un-
der her banner.u48 "Shall we stand by the church?" Host cer-
tainly! At the same time rve should be seeking "a. way to avoid 
the pitfalls into which the churches have so often fallen."49 
either Bowne or Royce deal at any length with the present 
ondition of the church. Bowne states that the church is not 
Christian in any ideal sense, but is becoming so. He believes 
that the kingdom must come by slow growth.50 Royce's point of 
vie in this connection is not empirical but metaphysical as he 
himself intimates.Sl He sees the "social life of the universe 
endlessly revealing the divine,- never wholly at one time. 1152 
~ery event is a vital part of the process of the spirit. 53 
To every problem corresponds, in the course of the end-
less Bges, its solution, to every antithesis its resolu-
tion, to every estrangement its reconciliation, to every 
tragedy the atoning triumph which interprets its evil. 
46. Drake, sse, 17. 
47. Ibid.' 12. 
48. Ibid.' 16. 
49. Ibid.' 6. 
so. Bowne, src, 305-306. 
51. Royce, PC II, 379. 
52. Ibid.' 377 
53. Ibid., 373-374. 


mas season of 1937. She is convinced that these events gave 
"heartening evidence that religious interest in the colleges 
is far from dead. With a 'saving remnant' of students like 
these, the church has ground for hope."60 
74. 
ii. New Outlook. Brightman points out that a constructive 
I work of self-appraisal has been going on in the ranks of the 
church for some years. The evidence .for this is found in the 
Christian g~therings which have taken place in Stockholm, Geneva 
Jerusalem, Edinburgh, Utrecht, and Madras. The result of these 
conferences have brought a new outlook which can be denoted in 
the word 11 ecumenicity." Tbis spirit is reflected, he believes, 
in the tendency of church union in various places. 61 
iii. Permanent ·Need. While some may consider that the 
church as an institution is destined to pass away, 62 it is the 
conviction of Drake that, "there will always be a need of some 
organization to do for men what the Christian church, blunder-
ingly and more or less blindly, but still often with great ef-
fectiveness, has done.n63 
Royce sees the task of the church as essential to the 
world. This task is "inventing and applying the arts which 
which shall win men over to unity, and which shall overcome 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
Harkness, Art.(l938)~ 122. 
Brightman, Art.(l939J, 2. 
Galloway, POR1 175. Drake, sse, ls. 
75. 
their original hatefulness by the gracious love ••• of commun-
ities.u64 This goal is the "creation on earth of the Beloved 
Community," or the "brotherhood of all mankind, and the triumph 
of the true and only church universal..n65 The indication here 
is that the church shall remain with us until it becomes univer-
sal. However, Royce makes it clear that it will have no partic-
ular form of Christianity and may not have the name ,Christian,"' 
but if the true goal is reached the "new civilization will never 
be more remote ••• from the life of the Pauline churches, and 
from the spirit which dwelt in them, than we are now.u 66 
The catholic would agree with Royce that the essence of the 
church will always be with us, but they would add also the form 
and name. Protestantism on the whole today considers the church 
is working for an end, the kingdom. It would seem that with 
I that end established there would be no need for the instrument. 
iv. Probable Persistence. Views have been referred to · 
rhich believe there is a need for such an organization as the 
church. Sellars arrives as a natural conclusion in his sugges-
tion that the church will exist no longer when they fail to sat 
67 isfy an actual need. It is the conviction of Drake that the 
h h . d . th. b tt th th 1· . 68 I di c urc 1s o1ng 1s e er an o er re 1g1ons. n scuss-
64. Royce, PC II, 430. 
65. Ibid.' 372. 
66. Ibid., 432, 372. 
67. Sellars, RCA, 288. 
68. Drake, sse, 167. 
76. 
I ing the thought of a new organization to fulfill the need he 
says he does not agree with the many who wish to replace the 
church, for that would be '1a. sad duplication of resources." An 
further, he says,69 
The Christian church, with her splendid historic back-
ground, her hold on the affections of the peoplet ••• 
with her loyalty to the commanding personality of 
Christ, has a momentum and a prestige that increase 
tenfold her power and usefulness. 
Here is evidence that Drake estimates the church as the best 
fitted institution to accomplish the task to which it has set 
its hand. Moreover, he emphatically states, "The Christian 
church will persist, ••• it is too splendid, too deep-rooted in 
our civilization to die. 1170 This is in accord with the thought 
j of Bo~me who writes, "If the kingdom were here, we might not 
need the churches.n71 Thereby he leaves the int'erence that the 
churches are needed until the kingdom comes. 
Add to these more direct statements on the future existence 
of the church the general approval on its character which has 
been discussed, and the balances weigh heavily in favor of the 
future lit·e and more or less blessed state of its existence. 
3. Suggested Changes 
To promote the health and usefulness of the church various 
69. Dr ke, sse, 170-171. 
70. Ibid.' 172. 
71. Bowne, EOR, 101. 
77. 
suggestions and pieces of advice have been given. 
II i. Emphasize Personal Conduct. Attention needs to be turn 
ed from belief' to the individual's life. 72 This wou~d mean the 
naisappearance of creedal requirements for membership;"73 the 
giving up of' institutionalism, rites, dogmas, and theologies.74 
The result of this emphasis on personal experience will be a 
t 1 . t . f . . 1 . f' 75 . grea er rea ~za ~on o ~deals 1n 1 e, more pract~cal results 
II in character,76 and a more vital expression of the individual's 
religious experience.77 Flewelling's particular theory draws 
attention. He sees the need of the church applying "to her own 
institution the cherished doctrine of' the cross. If institu-
tional Christianity will take that way, she ~ill come to a sub-
lime resurrection.n78 He emphasizes this as the important need: 
that the church be willing to sacrifice its life s an institu-
tion in order to leave its impression on individual experience. 
Drake sees some indirect results, also, when the attention 
is focused on individual behaviour. The church would cease to 
alienate "the intellectually scrupulous," men who are more aler 
and better gifted intellectually would be attracted to the min-
ist~, the way would be open for union. 79 Drake considers that 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
Drake, Art.(l914), 258. 
Sellars RCA 287. 
Flewelling, Art.(l933), 122. 
Drake, Art.(l919), 316. 
Ames, REL, 279. 
Drake Art.(l914)l 259. 
Flewelling, Art.( 933), 125. 
Drake Art.(l914), 262-263. 

79. 
all peoples, and seek to unite them rather than accentuate divi 
sions.u87 This is the opinion of other writers whose views were 
discussed in this paper under "Social Function In Purpose." 
This unity would begin with a turning away from "sectarianism 
and narrow denominationalism, and in the direction of complete 
Christian cooperAtion."88 Moreover , it would mean that 11 mission 
aries who go out in the future ought to leave all their sectar-
ian baggage behind, and go out to work for a unifie Christian-
88 
ity and a universal church." Furthermore, it would mean that 
the missionary would "present in a positive form his conception 
of the true way of life " without attacking or displacing the 
old structures he finds . Each group has a right to its own kin 
of expression.89 For carrying on the work in rural communities 
of the orient Hocking suggests the "larger parish idea" which 
has been used some hat in this country.90 Discussing the rela-
tion of the church home and abroad he says, 91 
One plan ••• is the organization of the mission group 
in a particular country as a council of advisers on the 
t'ield , and as a liaison body.t linking the church abroad 
with the church at home ••• It should be a spiritual band 
of friends and helpers, not an instrument of authority 
or of foreign control. 
iii. Use Progressive Methods. Drake believes l.nat if' the 
church will "welcome the vivifying breath of the new winds tha 
87. Drake, ssc.t_~66. 
88. Hocking, RTM1 92. 
89. Ibid., 40i 100. 
90. Ibid.' 10 • 
91. Ibid., 107-108. 


82. 
reactionary forces, of the conscience-deadening influences of th 
I state, of the mouth-closing dependence on the wealthy.l03 
vi. Spiritual Unity. There is no disagreement with the 
ideal of unity in the Christian church. Brightman and Hocking 
point out the organizational union has taken place and is being 
considered in many places.104 The writers, however, do not con-
sider union of org8nization as the ideal. Bowne seems to ex-
lpress the feeling when he says,lOS 
Few thoughtful persons would look without foreboding on 
any plan, if it were possible, to unite Christendom un-
der one ecclesiastical dominion. Fortunate~ such a 
trust is impossible ••• Tbe one thing needful is the un-
ity of the Spirit, and this is by no means secured by 
a common outward organization. The one thing desirable 
in the case of these larger bodies is that they should 
recognize one another's Christian aim and et't'ort, and 
refr in from mutually damaging rivalries in every field. 
But let them rival one another in love and zeal for the 
kingdom, stirring one another up to good works and re-joicing that Christ is preached no matter by whom. 
Ames believes the situation calls for a variety of churches. 
"There will always be needed many types of churches according 
to occupations, cultures, and stages of development."106 Yet he 
concludes that when this is understood "the old exclusiveness 
which bas charActerized the churches of the past will disappear, 
and they will accord to one another the right to be what the 
107 
circumstances and needs of their members require." It is from 
103. Brightman, IGP, 48. 
104. Brightman, Art.(l9~9), 2; Hocking, RTM, 93-94. 
105. Bo~me, EOR, 122-123. 
106. Ames, REL, 283. 
107. Ames, REL, 283. 
I 
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this that rill spring the "only measure of' union that is possibl• 
and desirable,n he says. 
:1 The next consideration is, how to bring about this spirit-
I 
1 
ual union. Brightman believes that the basic element in this 
108 
solution is, the ideal of' the church. He discovered two ideal~ 
of' the church as discussed previously in this paper. The dogma-
tic ideal makes for "the divisive theories about sacraments and 
orders," and does not allow f'or discussion thereby giving no 
basis for understanding or getting togetner. The metaphysical 
ideal considers the church as an association of persons who 
have a growing eA~erience in following Christ testing and in-
terpreting that experience in relation to all experience by 
reasonable coherence. Here there is, no authority, end a com-
1 mon ground to stand on in free discussion. Besides that "on 
matters ordinarily called practical, that is, on most questions 
of morals and daily living, Christians of all churches are 
109 
agreed." Here, of course, is the basis for unity. General 
agreement can be stated in the words of Hocking, "Less emphasis 
on doctrine" and more on the "realization and fulfillment of 
life.n110 Ames sees a trend in this direction for he says, 
"Churches are moving away from their Pauline theological in-
heritance toward the deeper and more practical spirit of Jesus.'~~ 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
Brightman, Art.(1939), 15-17. 
Ibid., 13. 
Hocking, RTM1 94, 95. Ames, REL, 282. 
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Ames does not believe that any help towards union will come 
by notable conferences. The participants of these conferences 
"consist of laymen or clergy- who are usually those attached to 
!
their particular group and think of cooperation of denominations 
112 
rather than needs of communities and people. 
II Tolerance is not the solution, Brightman argues, for that 
usually means a lack of concern or a superior feeling in rela-
tion to the truth. Any orthy agreement must be a rational one 
I 113 based on respect for the truth. 
I 
Drake considers that preaching can be an aid to unity. He 
114 
states that it ought to be preach d 
increasingly that what matters is not whether one is 
Episcopalian or Methodist or Unitarian, but whether one 
hates evil and is eager to lea~ to do well; not whether 
a church practices baptism by immersion or Qy pouring or 
by sprinkling, but whether it stands for righteousness. 
In the union of spirit Drake sees a need for the doing away of 
the "needless multiplication of churches." Because of this there 
115 
results 
half-filled pe s, half-hearted enthusiasms, a generally 
dreary and depressing atmosphere ••• Provincialism and 
prejudice rampant, ••• division of forc·es, impaired 
prestige, diminished power to fight sin and wrong ••• 
no proper proportioning of church facilities. 
Drake suggests two possible rays of overcoming this difficulty~6 
112. Ames, REL, 280. 
113. Brightman, Art.(l939), 13-14. 
114. Drake, sse, 152. 
115. Ibid., 145. 
116. Ibid., 150. 
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First, 
The denomination shall be kept, and joined in a practical 
working union, mapping out and dividing up unoccupied 
territo~ 1 cancelling all needless churches, and orking 
together for social service, missions, and educational 
~~ort ••• One would join the nearest church ••• 
lSecond) 1 in each overchurched com~~y the congregations 
would unJ. te to form an ••• undenoiill.natJ.onal church. 
In discussing the ef~ects o~ disunion on the missione~ en-
terprise Hocking states, "We are concerned, however, not only 
with the ineffectual use of money and personnel, but with more 
vital losses involved in spiritual disunity and in tacit mis-
1 representation of Christianity. 11117 He notes number of in-
stances of union, but finds they have not been entirely satis-
118 factory bec~use of "diversity at the controlling source." He 
believes the time has arrived for "plan of administrative 
unity on a comprehensive scale. 11119 He suggests a plan of 
council consisting of one or two members from each denomination 
selected ~or their qualification and an equal number of members-
at-large chosen without reference to denomination. This council . 
I should have general control. Executive of~icers should be paid 
specialists. Field workers should be on the field to oversee 
the work. The denominational boards would have the function of 
promoting missions in their o\vn denominations. In brief this 
I is his plan, but he suggests that this is not the only solution. 
117. Hocking1 R~1 , 314. 118. Ibid., 315. 
119. Ibid., 318. 
86. 
lHe recommends strongly, however, that "no measures will be adopt 
ed so timid and compromising, so uncertain of meeting obvious 
needs, as to necessitate the organization of ne channels out-
side the established boards." He concluded by saying, "All 
like-minded disciples of Jesus Christ ought to work together in 
singleness of purpose, with deepening faith and enlarging vis-
ion, to the end that men everywhere shall be drawn together in a 
i20 
full and ennobling experience of God. 11 Nearly a decade has 
passed since this book was written, and as yet there are few 
signs of the desired effect. 
Spirjtual union has not progressed ve~ rapidly. Yet, 
there are some ,~ s that perhaps the leaven will leaven the 
II 
.aAJ _l 1 /(--~ 
lump. The f4!1d~~A.X..- ion - - e Methodis is one of the more 
!recent signs. Then, there is the talk of union among the Epis-
copalians and the Presbyterians. "~e are saved by hope." 
120. Hocking, RTM, 319-324. 



90 
does Royce's idea o~ community, and yet for him the spirit (loy-
alty) is essential. 
ith the Personalistic philosophy the belief of the church 
in Christ as the revelation of God can be established. The idea · 
of God as Father , and the worship of him as the source o~ all 
v~lues holds good. The conviction th t God is in the world to 
save it working 1•rith those who cooperate with him, and thus is 
especially in the church, is compatible also. The structure o~ 
the church i th the many in one is upheld by Persona.lism. 
Some believe that no metaphysical theory suits the belief 
of the church as ,,.rel Bs Finite Personalism. This syst em r egards 
Jesus a s a perfect revelation of God,abounding in love , full 
of good orks yet limited by circumstances in what he can do, 
but suffering and sacrificing all to sAve man. In the gradual 
gr~ th of the church and its influence on the orld, God is seen 
conquering gradually the evil factors of the rorld and making it 
to accord 11ri th his spirit of' love and his reasonable urpose. 
·'bile no one of the philosophers of th:B study has definitely 
formulAted t1e above metephysics, yet this is seen BS the pro e-
ble ine o~ thought stated briefly. 
noth rightmen and Royce hFVe metaphysicel implications 
·hen t e~ sug este memo~J nd ntici ~tion lin~ages . This is in 
the n~ture o selves, and o ce believPd as· u p,ested before 
that the 1urch is a higher level of self. This lAtter vie., is 

92. 
those ho hold to this ideal, it is often taken for gr2nted that 
e~ch interpretation is a direct intuition. Ni th m~my interpre-
t tions and all considered final, tbere is no chance of ironing 
out the disagreements. 
If belief is bcsed on the progressive revelation of God in 
the scriptures and in human experience, it is recognized that 
there must be interpretAtion, and to be true it must be reasonabl 
lith the ready admission th8t the interpretation cannot be in-
fallible, there c n be no grounds for exclusiveness, and a basis 
is provided for open discussion of differences. 'Vhat is the au-
thority of the church, then: wht::~t right has it for existence? 
The "needs ana aspirations of' people!" ut more , a definite re-
lationship ~ith the very nature of' things. The latter has been 
discussed in the previous section of this chapter. ':'he former is 
now to be considered. 
3. Active Service 
In the term "Kingdom of' God" used by most of the writers as 
the goal of' the church there is contained a metaphysical impli-
cation as ·rell as a definite c01mection with the present empiri-
cal order. The phrase connotes the nature of the real made actu-
al in human rel~tions and government . ipr most of our writers 
this means training in ideal conduct and philanthropic ·rorks. 
I' specially is th:1s true for Drake ~rbo stresses the character 
! raining of' the boy ~md girl scouts. This is an important work, 
93. 
but does it go deep enough alone? 
i. Conversion. The Christian church has alwAys emphasized 
this doctrine a_s one of' its vit8l teachings. Is there no need of' 
an initial change of' life, before teaching can h~ve a vital ef-
fect? Hocking and Royce give definite statements that they be-
lieve there is such a need. Hocking believes that a ne, social 
order must be established by a new kind of person.l Royce 's al-
read~r given, sug ,ests in brief that the collect ive will and the 
individual 'ri ll are in underlying conflict which training only 
intensifies even if it brings outward conformity because it de-
velops the latter. It is doubtful if' Royce has interpreted Paul 
correctly by considering the "law" of Romans seven as the will o 
society when probably he meant the Je ish law, But there is em-
pirical truth in the thought of' conflict between the standards 
of society and the desires of' the individual. Does social train-
ing intensify this conflict? 
At any rate it is part of' the task of' the church to bring a 
1 change in the life of' an individual so that he will not act as 
I he ha.s been accustomed to, but after the spirit of' God whi ch is 
generally recognized as love, and governed by the will of' God 
which is usually considered as the best insight of the moment. 
It seems reasonable to believe that an initial decision toward 
this end must be made by the individual which means an inner re-
1. Hocking, RTM, 53 . 
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